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CLEVELAND PHI BETA KAPPA 70th ANNIVERSARY SCHOLARSHIP BENEFIT                                    
TO FEATURE PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING JOURNALIST 

New York Times Columnist, Author and CNN Contributor Nicholas Kristof  
to Keynote Union Club Event 

 
CLEVELAND, Ohio (September 20, 2017) – The Cleveland Association of Phi Beta 
Kappa is celebrating its 70th anniversary with a scholarship fundraising event at the 
Union Club of Cleveland on Thursday, October 12 at 6:00 p.m. New York Times 
columnist Nicholas Kristof, Harvard ΦΒΚ, will keynote the event.  Tickets are 
available online via pbkcleveland.org.  
 
The Cleveland organization is one of nearly 50 alumni associations of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society, America’s most prestigious academic honor society. The Cleveland 
Association (Cleveland ΦΒΚ), was established in 1947 to support the ideals of the 
Phi Beta Kappa Society through academic, social, and community-based programs.                 
Its signature annual event recognizes more than 100 exceptional high school 
seniors from all economic backgrounds; from schools rich and poor across 
Northeast Ohio; and from public, private and parochial institutions. One 
graduating senior is awarded a renewable four-year college scholarship.  
 
“We’re a volunteer alumni organization and we exist only to underwrite the annual 
awards program and scholarship,” said Deborah Wilcox, Cleveland ΦΒΚ president. 
“The students we recognize come to our program with big dreams and they know 
two things: they have worked tirelessly in high school to become the cream of the 
crop of their graduating class; and come hell or high water, they are going to 
college and they are going to succeed.  
 
“Our Association’s goal is to instill in students' minds a thirst for learning through 
the liberal arts and to convince them to return to Northeast Ohio as tomorrow's 
leaders in our government and work force,” said Wilcox. “We’ve done that for 70 
years. But to continue that mission for the next generation of leaders, we need the 
ongoing support of our generous donors.” 
 
Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist and author Nicholas Kristof will deliver the 
celebration’s keynote speech, “A Path Appears: How an Individual Can Change the 
World.” Mr. Kristof argues that the greatest moral challenge of the 21st century, 
akin to fighting slavery in the 19th century or totalitarianism in the 20th century, is 
gender inequity around the world. Drawing from his No. 1 best-selling book, A 
Path Appears, he explores some of the kinds of repression women face, from  
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sexual violence to early marriage to female genital mutilation. 
 
Mr. Kristof has been a columnist for The New York Times since 2001. He grew up 
on a farm in Oregon, graduated ΦΒΚ from Harvard, studied law at Oxford 
University as a Rhodes Scholar, and then studied Arabic in Cairo. He was a 
longtime foreign correspondent for The New York Times and speaks Chinese, 
Japanese and other languages. 
 
Mr. Kristof has won two Pulitzer Prizes for his coverage of Tiananmen Square and 
the genocide in Darfur, along with many humanitarian awards such as the Anne 
Frank Award and the Dayton Literary Peace Prize. 
 
About the Cleveland Association of Phi Beta Kappa 
The Cleveland Association of Phi Beta Kappa was established in 1947 to support 
the ideals of the Society through academic, social, and community-based 
programs. The Cleveland Association draws its membership from more than 3,700 
residents of the Greater Cleveland area who were inducted into the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society as undergraduates. The Cleveland Association is one of over fifty 
similar Phi Beta Kappa associations across the country comprised of local Phi Beta 
Kappa members. More information is available at pbkcleveland.org. 
 
About the Phi Beta Kappa Society  
Founded in 1776, Phi Beta Kappa is the nation’s oldest academic honor society. It 
has chapters at 286 institutions and more than half a million members throughout 
the country. Its mission is to champion education in the liberal arts and sciences, 
to recognize academic excellence, and to foster freedom of thought and 
expression. Among its programs are academic and literary awards, lectureships, a 
fellowship, a professorship, and publication of The American Scholar, an award-
winning quarterly journal. More information is available at pbk.org. 
 
The symbols ΦΒΚ are a Greek acronym for Phi Beta Kappa, and are translated as 
“love of learning is the guide of life.” 
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